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REGIONAL SERVICES REFORM UNIT — 
MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT’S COMMENTS 

Statement 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [8.38 pm]: I would like to make 
some further comments about some false comments that Hon Alannah MacTiernan made about the 
Regional Services Reform Unit. I have made a number of comments in the chamber and my issue here is nothing 
personal; it is about the integrity and the conventions of this chamber. I asked a very, very innocuous question 
about the reform unit on Wednesday, 14 June, and I have reminded members of this on a number of occasions. 
I wanted to know whether the reform unit was going to continue. It was a very simple two-part question. The 
response from Hon Alannah MacTiernan was only three lines. It was a good response and I got what I wanted. 
She had five hours to answer that question. It was the preamble that was wrong and incensed me. She made some 
false allegations on that night about comments that I purportedly made—that I had nothing to do with the reform 
unit and a number of things. It might sound precious, but it is not. They were false allegations. They were contained 
in this document, so I will table this document so it can be remembered that what we see in Hansard is not what 
was actually provided.  
[See paper 357.] 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I then asked the honourable member, on a couple of occasions, whether she would 
withdraw those comments, as we do in this place. If a member makes a false allegation, they make an apology and 
withdraw the comments. The minister flatly refused. I thought: “That’s fine; that is the standard we can expect in 
this place now.” It is a shame because the Regional Services Reform Unit initiative had bipartisan support. It is 
a wonderful initiative to make a difference in our remote Aboriginal communities. I thought I would give the 
minister one last chance—members would remember it was on the last day of Parliament before the winter break—
so I asked whether she would withdraw her comments, particularly the comments I found offensive regarding 
myself. As members would know, I did not ask the question without notice. I put it on notice so she had five hours 
to respond. She thought about it and, as members will remember, she stood up and gave what I regard from the 
12 years I have been in this chamber to be the most intemperate, ill-conceived response to a question I have ever 
heard in my life. Again, she made it worse. She was like a fly in a spider web, thrashing around and trying to get 
out, but she just made matters worse for herself. She said “No; I am not going to apologise.” I did not ask her to 
apologise to me; I asked her to apologise to the house. I do not want her apology. It means nothing to me. This is 
not about me. This is about the integrity of this chamber. The minister said — 

No; I am not going to apologise. The reason I am not going to apologise is that the Leader of the 
Opposition was the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs when the former Premier made these statements that 
caused untold upset. 

She continues — 
… I have scoured the records. The member said nothing in Parliament at that time to distance himself 
from the comments of the then Premier. He said nothing, anywhere. There was no media statement. He 
said nothing to distance himself from those comments, which on his own acknowledgment recently in 
the house caused untold stress to Aboriginal people in remote communities. 

I also want to address the claim made by the member—as part of his same grievance about how dreadfully 
he has been dealt with—that I have attributed the work of the Aboriginal Regional Services Reform Unit 
to the then Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman. I want to reconfirm that. I have spoken 
to people to assess that I was right in saying that. I note this very document. This document was prepared 
by the former government in response to its disastrous proposition to close down remote Aboriginal 
communities. The former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is not mentioned in this document. He is not an 
author of this document. 

I then interjected, “You don’t understand the whole concept”, and I stand by that interjection. The minister 
continues — 

I understand! I understand that it was not the former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
The minister was asked to withdraw a couple of comments during that tirade and she made a conditional 
withdrawal. After this, I thought: “Yet again, this is absolute garbage!” The very next day, I noticed in 
a commentary online about Hon Alannah MacTiernan that she would have made a brilliant detective. Let us have 
a look at the brilliant detective work of Miss Marple over here. All we have to do here — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Here we go again! 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The member is not going to yell out! Madam President! 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: I am asking for order. One member is on their feet; they have the call. Other members will 
have other opportunities later. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The minister scoured the records trying to find any comment that I made. Let us have 
a look. All the minister had to do was go into POWAnet and put in “regional services reform unit” to find dozens 
of comments I have made. There are media statements and member statements; it is littered with them! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Let me remind members that I am going to continue with this for the next three and 
a half years so they better get used to it. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Madam President! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Madam President! 
The PRESIDENT: Yes; if you stop yelling at me — 
Hon Peter Collier: Sorry. 
The PRESIDENT: I will ask other people to be quiet too. You can continue now. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Madam President. Let us have a look at just one example of a statement 
I made regarding the reform unit — 

In 2013, the Aboriginal Affairs cabinet subcommittee commenced a location-based expenditure review 
of services delivered in the Roebourne area to identify the level of funding, potential duplication and 
gaps, and to recommend opportunities to improve efficiency and effectiveness. 

The statement goes on and on. It then continues — 
The reforms will be led by the Minister for Child Protection, who will oversee human services, and the 
Minister for Regional Development, who will oversee remote infrastructure and development. Both 
ministers will report to the Aboriginal Affairs cabinet subcommittee, which I chair. 

I have said that over and over again; the two ministers would do the implementation because they have the 
departments for it—regional development and child protection. I oversaw that committee. I was intimately 
involved in the creation of the reform unit. 
Let us look at one of dozens of newspaper articles. The West Australian of 8 May 2015 states — 

Under the plan, “leadership groups”, including State and local government and the non-government 
sector, will be assembled in the Pilbara and Kimberley, home to 90 per cent of WA’s remote 
communities. 
They will take advice from “strategic regional advisory councils”, including Aboriginal leaders, on 
providing services to the communities. 
The process will be overseen by a “reform unit” that will report to the Regional Development Minister 
Terry Redman and Child Protection Minister Helen Morton. 
Mr Redman will be responsible for making communities more sustainable and Ms Morton for human 
services. 
Aboriginal Affairs Minister Hon Peter Collier will have ultimate responsibility for reforms, which he said 
would start with a round of consultation “within weeks”. 

There are so many different articles that I could spend the next three years going through them, yet the brilliant 
detective opposite to came in here and had the hide to say that she had scoured the records and found nothing—
she did not look anywhere! Members might also like to look at this magazine, which has an article written by the 
chief of staff of the now Attorney General. It outlines the whole process. Again, the minister opposite said that she 
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had scoured the records and could not find anything. I gave her a list of people she could talk to but she obviously 
did not speak to anyone. The pièce de résistance is the document the minister held up from her own department—
“Resilient Families, Strong Communities”. It is from her own department but the minister scoured the records and 
said that I was not anywhere to be found in this document! I have to say that I spent hours on this document. The 
minister said that my name was not mentioned in this document but this brilliant detective did not look very hard. 
Let us have a look at the governance structure. The document states — 

The ministers are supported by a strong governance structure that includes the: 
• Aboriginal Affairs Cabinet Sub-Committee, chaired by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the 

Hon. Peter Collier MLC 
Wow! Miss Marple has really not solved this murder, let me tell you, Madam President! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: What concerns me — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Minister, one person at a time, please. Do not encourage it. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I say to the honourable member that she has to take it on the chin because what she said 
in this chamber was false; it was wrong. The minister has three options. She may have said something that was 
wrong and she could have come in here and apologised. This would all have been forgotten with no issue. I would 
not have made an issue of it. She did the wrong thing and that is one option. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The second — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Madam President — 
The PRESIDENT: I am listening. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The second thing that could have happened is I could say that the minister was 
completely incompetent to come in here and say to this chamber that she scoured the records. Let me show 
members. I challenge members to search for regional services reform and they will see references throughout the 
Parliament and the media, but this brilliant detective could not find one. She said that she could not find one 
reference. Members can look in Hansard. The alternative and more serious option — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The reform unit we put in place will make a difference to the lives of Aboriginal people 
in remote communities. We put the reform unit in place and I was intimately involved in it. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I was very disappointed in the Leader of the House regarding these comments. She 
chose the standards we can expect from this government. This was the same week that the Leader of the House 
cancelled pairs to get a vote through; I will remember that. 

Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: The other thing that really concerns me is that if the minister made those comments 
knowing they were false, that is a matter of parliamentary privilege. That is what my issue is about. It is not about 
me; I do not give a damn about this minister. I have no respect for her whatsoever, but I care about the integrity of 
this institution. If she came in here and knowingly told a lie, that is a matter of privilege. 
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